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Eleventh Session.
November 11 (12.30 p.m.).

Ghairman: Comrade Kolaroff.

»The capitalist offensive report by Comrade Radek.

Kolaroff: The Session is now opened. basic tactical question always invo
Four well qualified comrades have re- the capitalist offensive. g
ported on the Russian Revolution. I do not In discussing the capitalist offensiv we
think there will be any delegations who have confined  this question within tw
espouse any other point of view. If there narrow limits. Firstly because under.
are, naturally we shall give them the capitalist offensive first prominence ,
floor and open a discussion. If it is merel- been given to the lowering of wages an
Iy & matter of declaration of Solidarity, the lengthening of the working d ]
so® he Congress had had the occasion, se- secondly because the entire history
& ol times, of making excellent demon- the world revolution has been
strations of its solidarity with the Russian  into two mechanically separated phases.
proletariat and the Russian Revolution. i. e. the proletarian offensive and th
The Presidium has therefore decided capitalist counter-offensive. I think th
that it will not accord the floor to any fore it will help us to better unde
delegations if they simply wish to express the position and the attitude which -
their solidarity, and merely to give to Communist International should ado%x_
those delegations who wish to present we briefly review the development of
another point of view than that developed world revolution in its concrete form
and defended by the reporters. will endeavour at the risk of bei
Does any delegation ask for the floor cursory, to recall the most impor
under these conditions? facts to your mind. e
5 10 one wishes the floor, we shall The Russian Revolution which
%&ss on to the next point in the agenda: cussed in detail on the previou
- The Capitalist Offensive. The reporter is  the agenda has been recogn (&l
Comrade Radelk. proletariat as an event of
Omrade Radek: Comrades, all the moment. There is no doubt,
ebates on tactics which we have carried the world bourgeoisie tak
on here and which we shall still conduct has understood  bett th
volve really around one question, na- riat that the Russian R
1oLy pitalist offensive against the first act of the interna
cotariat and the weasures of defence offensive. To becom
be adopted by the proletariat. Whether is sufficient :
¢ disouss the fighting . capacity of the i
rench Communist Party or the United
» OF the Worlers' Government, the

&
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tion and prior to the October
ggg :1!1]6 lgaders of the Central
very well understood that after
war in which, owing to the ban-
of> the social democracy, the
rious bourgeois eliques were fighting
eir own battles on the backs of the
passive masses of the people the RussmF
" March Revolution will have, made a breach
in the capitslist front and that a new
' factor would appear on the stage of world
. politics. Ludendorfl in his remniscences
“describes how the military position of
Germany at that time compelled them to
allow the Bolsheviks to pass through
‘Germany although they understood the
~ danger of so doing and how later on he
‘regarded it of supreme importance to
- suppress the Russian Revolution. It was
be ill fate of world capitalism that its
nternal conflicts compelled it to give the
Russian Revolution a breathing spell and
thus enable it to organise itself.
"Qomrades, after the defeat of Germany
and Austria resulted in the crowns -of
ie Hapsburgs and the Hollenzollerns
~ rol ing in the gutter, a situation was created
in which the proletariat exhausted by
e war and morally depressed by social
emocratic policy was compelled to take
er because there was no other factor
that could make the attempt. Much irony
has been expressed at the illusions under
ch the Communist International laho-
ed at its inauguration with regard to
e world situation. The former leaders
“the Centre and present members of
the Second International spoke of how
optimistic and short-sighted we were when
founded the Communist International
| based its policy on the victory of
e world revolution. I will read you a
cument written almost at the same time
’ he first Congress of the Commu-
I fernational met, by Lloyd George.
cument was kept in secret until
er Prime Minister of Italy Signor
ed it in his book ”Peaceless
blished this year, In this se-
andum addressed to the lea-
ailles Conference Lloyd
following: ,
ition to-day has quite
‘Revolutionis still
V g clothes.
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The cruellest terror still reigng e
Russia. .

Burope is filled with revoly
tionary ideas. A feeling not of depre
sion but of passion and revolt reigng i, W
the breast of the working class againe
the conditions of life that prevaileq be-
fore the war. The whole of the existing’"
system, political, social and economig is
regarded with mistrust by the whole of
the population of Europe. In some count.
ries, like Germany and Russia, tbls unrest
is leading to open revolt and in otheps
like France, HEngland and Ttaly, it jg ‘
expressed in strikes a}ld in a certajp
aversion to work. All signs go to shoy
that the striving is as m‘uch' for socig]
and political changes as for increase iy
wages. “ .

nder the pressure of a proletariap
offensive Lloyd George regarded the
condtions of life prevailing in 1914 a5
inhuman. We will now see that he later
changed his opinion. X

”A considerable part of this unrest
should be welcomed; we shall never achi-
eve a lasting peace if we aim at reesta-
blishing the conditions of life that prevai- |
led in 1914. If we do, we stand the risk "
of driving the mass of the Kuropean po-

pulation into the arms of the rg\dicalg; _ 2
whose basic idea is that the renaissance* ¢
of humanity lies in the complete overth-
row of the present social system. In
Russia these people have secured victory
on this basis but the cost of such a vie-
tory has been terrible. Hundreds of thou-
sands of the population are mno 10ng§r
dsps, living. J(zul\\tn‘}_/.s, N }ng ' men led by German generalsand
whole edifices of the Russian State ha ihined Gorn i bingtl- s
been ruined, although in many ways tl_ley equipped with (‘; erma nk 5 O S{
have succeeded in retaining the 1ollowmﬁ,’ | iy et bu'r'llslmll)(
of the mass of the Russiun people G formed intoam in-hbtyr‘lm?xn“rlreqd 2
what is more important, they have .sigc 8% any moment tg ;'osu%le tth%
ceeded in organisingagreat army dttack upon Western Hurope*,
cleCommdes, this picture drawn by the
Verest leader of the European Bour-

, of being brought to the knowledge
&pﬁ}gyvast masses of the people, Lloyd
ey George then goes on to deseribe the real

*danger which then confronted the capi-
talist system. This description can serve
as an Indictment against the social de-
mocratic parties in general and the Ger-
“man _Social Democratic Party in particu-

Jar. He goes on to say:

“The greatest danger that can arise at
the present moment would be that Gep-
many may attain a position in which it
would place its fate in the hands of the
Bolsheviks, putting its wealth, its Spirit
and its superb powers of organisation at
the disposal of these fanatics whoge dream
is to conquer the world for Bolshevism
by force of arms. This danger is no mere
phantom. The present (erman Govern-
ment is weak, it commands no respect
and little authority and yet holds; its
breakdown would mean the coming of
the Spartacus, for which Germany is not
yet ripe. But the argument which the
Spartacists know how to use and the
effect of which never fails is that it
alone is capable of liberating Germany
from from the intolerable conditions into
which the war has plunged it«,

He then says further:

It Germany goes over to the Sparta-
CiSts it is inevitable that it will bind its
fate with that of the Bolsheviks. Tf this
should happen, the whole of Bas-
tern Burope will he Swept into
t)he maelstrom of the Bolshevik
hevolutlon, and in the course of one
Jear mearly three hundreq million

]
whichappearstobewell led,wel
disciplined,andthcdgz‘ﬂﬂ;g;:il}?ée ot
of which ispreparedtos . COI8IE, Was not drawn mepe] to frigh-
their lives for their 1dea;§é o Itfll_ Clemenceay ang the,otherystatesfyll?é;,
I we allow another year to pass, 5 818 2 true portrayal of fh o

sia inspired with fresh enthu
asm will forget its nec Son
peace becauseit willbe the ol

this second phase of the pro-

“’leiéamgn reévolution at” the beginning of

y frman - Revolution, World capital
country that has an army (i":n]ib néet this position by taking up a .
disposal which has confident R in the West

in the ideas for which it figh

a
After this brief description, Whi $0

nd openi o
ffengi‘;]lgg the first

capitalist
€1n the Bast, 5

If you study the strike statistic
1919—T will not qudte them here—you
will see that the waves of attack of the
proletariat arose not in Germany but in
England and America. Tn 1919 the English
workers forced wages up to a point higher
than at any time during the war when
its labour was absolutely neeessary to
save Kuropean capitalism. While during:
the war they secured an increase in
real wages of seven shillings per week,
In 1919 alone they secured increases of

four hours a day for seven million per-
sons. The eight-hour and in Some cases
even a shorter day wag introduced in
1919 and affected from 60 to 80 per cent
of the English workers. The demand for
the nationalisation of the mines was met
by the British Government by the appoint-
ment of the Sankey Commission * which
in principle accepted it. In America not
only was one strike followed by another,
but What is characteristic of the situation
in this classic land of individualism, the
nationalisation of the railways was serio-
usly discussed. z

Among the whole of the Western line
of industrial capitalism the bourgeoisie
kept to the defensive for fear that greater
resistance on its part might drive the
workers of Europe and America into the
arms of Communists:)

_In Germany the bourgeosie spent mil-
liards in order to keep prices down an
thus to appease the dissatisfaction of the
workers. *, Socialism is on the march
cried the Social-Democrats and the g
vernment established a “Socialisat
Commission“ in order to create
Impression that the workers could achi
their ends by peacetul means.

At the same time the bourgeoisi
gan its first offensive against Sovi
Sia which we know as Entente Inf
tion. Thus the first clash of
ween the world proletariat and th
bourgeoisie consisted, not ¢ n
Russian proletariat, m ¢ the
in the world capitalist
it alone fought in th;
proletariat in We,
itself to fighting fq
its position. As g
of the Central Hur
Hungarig
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o

on of Soviet
ate itself. In this
od and the Hungar-
1 as destr(:;yed.1 .
ot Russia not only ve-
i ekt cl}world capital, but
he junction between the two
of the development of world
fion aud at the turning point ol
omic periods, it passed from the
to the offensive. There is no
me to conjure up phantasies
what the worfd situation would
“heen if the Russian  proletariat had
fotorious at Warsaw. I have only
the fact that21 simultaneoluiiy
advance of the Russian proleta-
je first large section of the Wes-
wopean working class commenced.
ve: The Italian workers occu-
the factories in Italy. It is worth
to ponder for a moment over the
quences of the extension of the
rontiers of the first proletarian State
eross the Vistula and the capture of
by the proletariat in Italy. 'It
have put the agrarian countries
t and South Europe between the
of two proletarian States placing
“at the disposal of the industrial
tariat of Burope.. When we to-day
alise the significance of a de-
viet Russia and of the Italian
n 1920 we must ponder over
ossibilites that lay in the situation
prevailed at that time. .
collapse of the military offensive
oviet Russia against Warsaw and of
0 ian offensive in Italy had dif-
uses. Soviet Russia proved itself
tarily while the Italian working
tself weak politically. There
htest doubt that these de-
a turning in the history of

bsequently declared
iasm that it was the
gave the bolsheviks
arne. The learned
Marxism who
presentative

the world revolution..

t unemployed, the fighting power 0

_unemployed workers againt the emp

—

Polish landlords and by the guns o
French Imperialism to which the Secong
and the Two and a Half International are nof,

yet affiliated. The collapse of the Req
Army offensive at Warsaw and of the

Ttalian workers, which introduced the ge.
cond phase of the deve}opmcnt of world
revolution, coineided with the close of
the period of apparent prosperity which
had made possible the concessions made
by world capitalism to the Western Buro-
péun workers in 1919—1920 and markeq
the beginning of the world economig
crimx?ow come to this phase. The modif-
ication is based upon a Iz}ct \\fhich_ even-
tually will mean the downtall of capitalism
but which has temporarily strengthened
the position of world capi!;a_l to a great
extent, and that is the ecrisis \yhmh (e
pitalism has developed — the fact that

world capital, thanks, on the one hand,

to the results of the war, which areonly

just now making themselves felt econo-

mically, and on the other hand as a

result of the Versailles Treaty, has arri-
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ertake an offensive and weak-
ﬁifs gtgnglr')flly the militancy of the wor-
.kei's.wm not adorn my subfect with sta-
‘tistics; it is very dull to listen to
figures. The Kxecutive has ordered a
complete report on the position of the
.capitalist offensive in all’ countries, to tgc
compiled by Comrade Z. Lader, who is
well qualified for the work. Unlm'tunq-
tely, this report has not yet been publi-
shed as it was delivered too late. We
shall, however, publish it in all languages.
T shall quote from this report a few fi-
oures which will show the remarkahle
ghanges which have taken place.
. In England, in 1918, there were 1250
strikes, in which 1.100,000 workers took
‘ part. These strikes lasted 6.730,000 days.
Tn 1919 the number of strikes increased
to 1411. 2,500,000 workers participated,
and the strikes covered 84.000,000 days.
In 1920 there were 1715 strikes. The
number of strikers however, was some-
what smaller, but they still amounted
to about 2.000,000, and the strikes

ved at the limits of its expansion. The
economic crisis has started in all count«
ries and the importance of this economic |
crisis in its relation to the policies of &
world capitalism in its opposition to the §
proletariat, can be explained in thejslmple\
words which a leading organ of hnghsﬂh
Capitalism, “The Westminster Gazette,
the mouthpiece ort Mr. tz\s%mtll, uses in its
summing up of the situation: :

sdlinie %vorlfcing class can be quite suré
of this, that no power on earth can save
them from the lowering of their standard
of living, so long as there are starvtrlllg:
men struggling among themselves for _lg
right to live. The existence of_ such pe%pn :
implies a condition lt)ndlcr whlc({}’any sta ;
dard of living may be lowered=. . -

This appegred in the “Westnnnsr,;ﬁl?g
Gazette” at the beginning of the econors

world crisis and it described the.fuﬂd&“

mental fact which has enabled oapltal;\..,._‘
strengthen itself the world OVf%I'd il
millions of workers in the indus al
countries of western Europe.——ll1

speak later on Germay especially-

workers is wealkened. The 'simpﬁg
that there ‘is a possibility of ust

& o
workers damages the trade unionS

covered 27.000,000 days. The result of

these strikes was that from six to
seven million workers gained vage
. increases amounting to seven million

pounds a week. The shortening of the
work day was secured, in 1919, for
6,600,000 workers to the extent of six
hours a week. In 1920, half a million
workers gained reductions in their wor-
king hours to the average extent of 31/,
hours weekly. As a result from sixty to
eighty per cent of the workers worked
l only 8 hours or less.
: In 1921, 118,000 workers struck. The
| wages of 8 million workers were reduced
| % the extent of 11 million pounds a
Weelk. In 1922, up to the month of Au-
gust @/, million workers received wage
reductions amounting to 3!, million po-
Il'léldsf Weekly, while only 18,000 workers
exctelvted Wage increases and only to the
’lishen of 3,000 pounds a week. But Eng-
i Capitalism  was mnot content with
i esiegesultfs. No isolated journalist, but
ot rit’pﬁnmble organ of the Federation
i Ish Industries, quotes the following
"Eo“r?t the1 “Beonomist,
L6 il possibly be necessary t
Still 1 f N
~paqeau€§h§é'geThe workers must be pre-
S8 does nog

¢

improve, will mean a

lower standard of livi @
them then that which eéxist
before theindustial depressio
or even before the war. Further-
more, 8o that this wage reduction may le
carried out without disturbances, it is
desirable that the movement be as broad
and as united as possible.” (February Il,
and March 13, 1922). 4
We see the same process generally
taking place in America. The capitalists
will not be content with the reduction of
wages and the lengthening of working
hours all over the world, The str gle
is fermenting against those rights which
the trade unions had gained. In America
the Open Shop Campaign proceeds
apace. The trade unions must be for-
ced to give up their right to ocoupy
the workshops only with organised wor-
kers and to keep out the unorganised, a
right which they won only alter years
of struggle. During the strike of the
railway workers this year, we could see
that the h'ghest court in America used
the same tactics as were used in England
in the Taff Vale decision. which was
later overthrown by the British workers.
The American trade unions are counted
responsible for all damages incurred in
the struggles against the economic inter-
ests of the capitalists. N
In England we see the struggle to erad-
icate the Workshop Committees. A leader
of the British capitalists expressed this in
the following words: We must know clearly
whether the owners or the Soviets are
going to run the factories. And, at th
same time, the Hnglish . Conservative
Party started a campaign against {l
Labour Party by proposing in Parliamen
to forbid the trade unions from using th:
funds for political purposes. I wi
mention examples from other cou
such as Sweden, Holland, ;
Switzerland, as they prese
new features. I shall spe
man question on anothe
clear that we have h
liberate economic p
international scale,
result of the W

Pt a wage which, if busi- . Mi
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ther , we had Wilsonism
agglgg (llnore than the plan
Qpeghan of great impemgtl}stlc
ots were the booty could be divided
nong the victors, and the economic
alts of the war thus evaded. The Central
bpean‘plan of the Germans was bro-
, together with German Imperialism
'%he Wilson plan, the creation of
great Anglo-American Empire, was the
real foundation of the League of Natmn}sl.
However, this scheme also fell through,
“owing to the rivalries of capitalist na-
i groups.
‘m%gelmhmvg'sallies introduced anotheé‘
plan. This was to saddle the d_efegttq
countries with the expenses of cap1ta,hs£ 1%
‘reconstruction. This plan was defeated
owing to the oppositlon of Soviet Russ1fm
and the financial impotence of Germa_?l.
~ Under these circumstances world Canital
‘had no other means of securing cap1ta.1§s
~ reconstruction than the burdening of t_ée
broad masses of all countries with lii
~ cost. When we said, during the war, t g
~ the only defeat in the world would ¢
- that of the working class, our words z}rﬁ
proven true by the capitalist class, whic
says: The reconstruction of capitalism is
only possible at the expense of the wor-
kers. This method is the plan of inter-
national capital. The worse the economic
situation becomes, the clearer 1s it that
world capitalism, contrary fo its con-
 dition at the end of the Napoleonic
~ war is not in a condition to overcome
the world crisis. s .
If you will read the memorial which
~ Robert Owen addressed to Mej:termph,
_ you will find that he poses the following
- questions: Will England overcome its
conomic breakdown: which question he
answers himself by saying that England
introduced machinery after this crisis.
S productivity was increased so that
rland was in a condition to master
> crisis and develop industrially into
t class power. World capital is at
nt in a position where it requires
ndous wealth and material tor its
astruction, With a tenth part of the
an. war costs, [taly could be freed
ts coal debt to England and
d States; but, this tenth part
nd.

b

d method for the overcoming
uld be the expansion of

the export market; but thjs is impossible_
On this ground the capitalist offensiye
is not a matter of temporarily taking
advantage of the weakness of the Workip
class, but is a will-developed
ded to extend over a decade.

Should the offensive fall, then the
workers, at least thosq in  the leadip
European countries, w111_ ox_ferthrqw the
power of capitalism. This issue ig one
of life and death to the workers. The
struggle cannot be fought to a finjgy,
simply by means of a strike, on the papg
of the workers, or, on the part of the
owners, by means of lock-outs, lowering
of wages, or lengthening of the hoyps

I
Of’ll‘?lli)souleads me to the question as tg
what form the political offensive of capi-
talism will assume.

Comrades, many of us were severely
rated when, at the Berlin Conference of
the three Internatlionals and, fm general,

i the whole course of our agj-
21;611’%!;%1 work, we maintaiped that part
of this offensive consisted in the demand
of world capitalism for the abolition of
the decree which nationalised the fac-
tories in Russia, etc. The connection
between Stinnes’ campaign for power

the offensive
ggginst the proletariat has never been
clearly understood. Seeing that this
aspect of the question has hardl): been
discussed, and that it is of the gxeate;t
importance in its relation to the economie
victory of capimli, It]pmposc to enlarge
5 rhat upon the theme. :
Soirfle\‘\\'élr}d c[apita] is determined to t}lli‘ovvf
the worker back to his pre-war ley fc 0
existence, if it is determined to '(t)rq(sz
the worker to their knvin\t, then l'tzlxl
obvious that the leaders of )\'01‘1(1 capllu
will have to devise tactics thz{mtr‘ ?r?st
combine the national strugglej ‘-l%flonal
the working class with the internatil
LM rerequisites for the earrying
struggle. The prerequisites for o
out of the plan underlying t}le CaI-)nd !
offensive were disclosed at Genoa &

Plan intep:

’\
f

the Hague. In Bngland it proved possible

to nullify the attempts of the wo;il'&?ﬁ
to nationalise the main l)ranchei%gn i
dustry. During the last year, U}e_l tin% s
workers have no longer been flg\)l g
secure the nationalisation of the

s the
they have simply been figthing ﬁp‘onﬁeld\

i A
wages question. Kven upon :
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: e defeated. In the United States,
glgyvgggges of the nalionalisation move-
~nent were swept away.In Germany there

s ~vas a great hubbub among the socialists

; ear 1919, when it was proposed
};g ztxllirees?t the advance of the wogkell‘)s; to
day the sale of the State railways to pri-
vate owners seems imminent. The only
State in which industry is in the hands
of the working class is Russia,
Consequently the campaign against
Soviet Russia, the campaign which aims,
by the power of the financial boycott,
at compelling us to surrender our facto-
ries, is mot fought by the capitalists
simply because they have an eye to the
possibility of making large profits in
Russia. This campaign is an essential part
of the capitalist offensive, Nay more, the
capitalist world-wide offensive demands
the solution of the German problem in
the following sense. First of all, capital-
lism must be saved upon German soil,
and, secondly, German capitalism must
supply the means for the capitalist re-
construction of the Tntente countries.
German capitalism, whose policy is most
crudely embodied in Stinnes, looks for g
way out of the dif’ficu]ty, and as far as

. S P theory is concerned has founc o D
of world capitalism’ s@atleory d has found one. That

“sgmghhich takes the form of the sgle of state
property, the sale of the mineg and the

railways, on the strength of which huge
loans can be secured on the United States
and British markets. This will work in
With Stinnes’ financja] plan for the dis-
burdening of industry and the burdening
of the broad masses as & means for the
réaccumulation of Germap capital. At
first the sight it might appear ~that the
problems here involved were g purely
efman affair, having nothing to do with

€ oeneral campaign of world capital.
tsuffj‘ced, however, merely to note
t_‘he relamopships between thig policy and
French policy to realise that much grea-
n-ter_ ISSues are involyed, The militarist
sectmn_ of the French bourgeoisie and a
Part of the Industrial section are contems
Ia.tmg d continuance of the anti-revo-
nllliﬁét()lnzité'yt?lfonsive. What they have in
e he occupation of the Ruhr re-
the Rhi tﬁleatlon of a buffer State on
o ange’» 1€ annexation of the Ruhr
e coke to the French industrial
» Uhereby Separating South Germany

ar
fl'QIn North Germany, the formation of &

French vassal State which shall connect
Austria and Bavaria with France by way
of the Rhenish buffer State. On the other 4G
hand, there is a section of the French
great industrialists which entertaing very
different plans. They think of forming a
Franco-German steel and coal sydicate.
For one part, this will give the French
the means requisite for reconstruction;
for the other part, it will enable Stinnes
to carry through his policy in the teeth
of the extant antagonistic forces in Glep-
many, and will thus safeguard France
against the danger of militarist adven-
turers. The French bress and the satel-
lites of French world policy have often
enough disclosed what is at stake. Neit-
her in Germany nor in France can capi-
talism be saved without the realisation
ot Stinnes’ plans, which comprise a cuf-
ting down of officlal staffs, the discharge
of superfluous workers, an intensification
of the labor process in Germany coupled
with a lengthening of the working day,
Stinnes, however, is unable to carry
all this through on his own, When he
mooted the plan of transfering the State
railways to private hands, he encounte-
red stubborn resistance. For this reason,
Stinnes’ design had to be reinforeed by an
ultimatum from the French Government
to the German. What the German social-
democrats could never stomach when it
Was served up to them merely by Stin-
nes, the German Social-democrats and
the German workers would be prepared
to swallow if its acceptance were indi-
Spensable to the maintenance of peace
with France. :
You may be certain of this much, com-
rades, that, should the plan fail to be
realised, the insuperable obstacle yill not
take the form of resistance on the part
of the social-democrats. In existing eir-
cumstances, if an insuperable obstacle
found, it will be th> resistance offe
by British capitalism, which o
seriously menaced by the formation
Central European iron and coal_?n
at the very time when it is endan
by the rivalry of United States eap
t me emphasise this, that
tion to Stinnes’ plans on the part
man workers is not at pre
be effective. Should the
will be because of the

counter-revolution,




_personality of the

4 representative of large-
and heavy industry.

cist program we read: “Re-

' legislation in

nders produc-

of taxation upon

rational, and a more

he nature of this basis

hen you countinue

ni's program: “We

e ecourage to give

the following anti-

; It is the wor-

o are least bur-

taxation, though

an the greatly

s of the middle

De .
we forget that to ham-
~an enormous direct
tantamount of the

~ entail unemployment
for the workers.
more mischie-
ind that the

mere ¢

. ¥, » % md P‘ R, "\
looked at from %nth:ﬁ,% :
hange in the persounel of
presentatives of one and the same
nalist coalition. There can, how
no doubt that the political el

the expression of a determination ¢
sue an energetic counter-revolutj
policy that would put into the han

‘the most active section of the cap

an initiative that was not being ex
by French capital in general.

Again, if you think over the pol:
significance of the parliumentary
tions in Britain, if you read the
ches made by the Conservativ
study Lloyd George's answers,
first impression will be that yo
listening to the chatter of a I
asylum. Lloyd George has pursued a
servative policy, and the conservatives
advocating the same program. As fa
outward form is concerned, there hasﬂi

no change. The real meaning of the'n

action is, however, manifested in two
It is shown first of all in Bonar
slogan “Peace in the Land.“ It is s

secondly in the fact that the Consery

tive Party, shaking itself free from I
influences, gains power as the most:
hless section of the conservative f

in Britain. Although no more than @ [

few of the Die-Hards are actually
cipating in the Government, there
no doubt that directly the situation
critical this ultra-reactionary seeti
the conservatives will gain supreme
trol. The object is to integrate th
of the bourgeoisie, to save what
be saved out of the general ruin.
Law’s first act was an attempt to
the Ministry of Labor, with a decl
that the State ought to interfer

‘Slovakia, and Italy.
* propose to erect harriers hetween Germany.
3

2 mmma

counter-revolution, when the circular
‘minor writings issued by countep.r
tionary circles come under our notice, we
are compelled to admit that they "are
enormously better informed concernin
their doings. (Very truel) Although thg
counter-revolution is legally dominant in
Burope, there is also an illegal counter-
1'9v01u§1,oxlal'y activity which is the expres-
sion of the most conscious elements of
the counter-revelution. It is only b'y their
deeds that we can learn the pians of
those who are thus deliberately wofking
on behalf of the ¢ er-revolution. There
¢an be no dout ‘natever that the Gor:
man counter-revolutionaries, led l;y the
rich peasant class, are in e relations
w1’th the Russian monarchists, with Hort.
hy's Hungary, and with Mussolini, and
that with the Krench militarist ,part
they have ties that will gpe day come 3)
hght. I{ we study the moves of the right
g;ntgﬁoi thctcounter-revolution Wwe Eeé
1at the counter-revolutionaries a )
of'l}','he following 1'actizuhonlﬂl(b g
. Lhe counter-revolutionaries I =
fectly well that in Central Eull\ggzv tllljge
are three possible foci of the proletarian
revolution: industrial Germany, Czecho-
This is why they

Czecho-Slovakia, and Ttaly. Attempts to
create a counter-revolutionary stronchold
In Bavaria go hand in hand with atte?mpts
to place Austria entirely at the disposal
of the counter-revolutionaries. The Genehva

Treaty, the abolition of the Austrian par-

liament, the doing away with the militi
1('t:h(—z wealk remnants of %roletariar; %213
A%'ces in Vienna), have made a beginning,
S the moment, when the counter-revolu.
on openly established the Wittelsh

ey
Ul be formed by way of !
2ime of Horthy’g Hun)é:gry Tx %
)*mto central Europe, T

throne, a link with Aﬂséﬁn&‘

that the Fascists
counter-revolution
ever breaks %
stabilises :
volutionary. But
wit!} thﬁ trite st
geoisie has eai
renounce thgém&&&
something that
the next few
importance to
an% Ezech Slo

'hat we haye
the victoty of Fas
upon what was it
cisely does it re

counter-revolution?

ask: Is Musso! :
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ved nationalists, for, despite the
vic Wm%%gly acgg ot receive all that the
tionalist program had demanded — the
“had not become “an Italian lake”.
returned to aland where economic
was complete, and there the State
ot in a position to care for them.
witnessed the growth of a revolu-
- labour movement. They were
o this labour movement, not only
a labour movement, but
0 because, as interventionists and
members of the pro-war faction, they had
an old quarrel with the Social-Democra-
ic Party. And the Socialist Party did
verything to
X?;rzhemgalone, but the disabled as well.
When we read that many socialist com-
‘munes left the disabled in the lurch in
he year 1919, refusing them aid because
ev had been in the war, and when we
sealise that the Socialist Party was 1n-
ompetent to turn to practical account
the widespread feeling that something
ew was in course of preparation and
at it was impossible to continue in the
old rut, we findlittle difficulty in explai-
aing the birth of Fascism. o
Remember that at the elections in De-
cember 1919, Mussolini secured only
4,000 votes in Milan, although he was in
~ favour of the control of parliament by
workers’ councils, distribution of land
among the peasants and the gradual
nationalisation of industry. The Fascists
ere partly with d’Annunzio in Fiume,
nd partly scattered through the coun-
oy in small groups. Meanwhile the revo-
nary wave was apreading; not only
Té there strikes, bat also a complete
integration of bourgeois Italy.
cialism became more powerful, but
 away 1ts chances. In the corres-
ce of a bourgeois periodical in
ind the following statement
Mussolini’s . decision to seize
interviewer had asked Mus-
you take the risk of seizing
‘Mussolini had answered:
illegally T shall secure

vere defeated because
vup words with deeds.
his militarist organi-
asses he had
turn against
It was the

have been won over to Fascism, NO%E

incompetence of the Socialist Party ¢o
lead the masses to battle that engende.
red the power of Kascism. When the
workers occupied the factories, when the
Jtalian bourgeoisie was so impotent that
@iolitti, the Fox of Cuneo, said: I cannof,
send the soldiers into the factories, for
il I do I shall be murdered in the
streets*, and when, with the aid of the
Ttalian reformists the workers had sub-
sequently been persuaded to leave the
factories, the Ttalian bourgeoisie was no
Jonger afraid, and it plucked up heart of
assume the offensive.

The question now arises why was this

alienate these strata, and —not done by means of the State appara-

tus, the carabiniere, the bourgeois law-
courts, and the bourgeois parties. Because
the hourgeois parties are disintegrated!
They led the war; they ruined the State
and the economic life of the country; the
soldiers, the officials, and the petty bour-
geoisie no longer heed their words. But
the Mussolinis, the nationalist petti-
bourgeois intellectuals, represent a new
will-fo-power. The Fascists come forward
with a new faith, saying: “Socialism was
not competent to bring anything new,
but we are going to mediate between the
workers and the capitalists; we are going

to compel the capitalist to satisfy the

needs of the workers. But you workers
must work. You must
tion*.

Rosa Luxemburg once said

illusion, the Raseists

the workers’ organisations, and the

In the larger towns, the great industria
centres, the masses still

where the workers were

cism gained the mastery over their of
nisati(%ns by force of arms, aud then U
Fascists became their leadors. -
though in the iudustrial centres the mf;, T
of the workers are not really conviie
adherents of Fascism, there cal
doubt that in the rural districts
the small provincial towns the WO

build up the na-

that the
best defenders of the bourgeosie are those
who have illusions. Only the petty bout=
geoisic can still retain its illusions, and

Since Italian socialism has proved an
san oppose 1o it

the petty-courgeois illusion. They attaiglt*:t%txl‘

did not know how to defend themselves.

held together.

in the lesser towns and the villages
But in the lesser e o

fell a prey to Fascism. First of all [Fas-

Gl

by force of arms, but also to some extent
by the demogogic arts of the new move-
ment. The most notable effect

: of ' its
Dhttack was the growth of reformism,
At Leghorn the reformists were quite

a small group. At the last trade union
Congress 500.000 votes were cast in fa-
vour of a coalition with the bourgeoisis.
There can be no dourt that reformism
suffered a reverse during the war. But
owing to the fact that the proletariat did
not know how to defend itself acainst
Rascism, a considerable section of the
proletariat followed the reformists who
promised to defend them from evil by a
coalition wrth the bourgeois government!
The bargain was, however, a disastrous
one. The negotiations of the reformists
with that part of the hourgeoisie which
feared the victory of the Fascists (which
did not, however, believe that the Fags-
alsts were competent to carry on the
administration of the State) was one of
the reasons why the Rascists hastened
t0 bring about the downfall of the So.

viets.
Comrades, when Fascism has now gai-
d the victory witl slior oy
ne > victory without the slichtest re.

sistance on the partof the working class
Wwe may say that we bave reached the

e adir of developments In Ttaly.
I have refrained from attacking indi-

vidual comrades on account of these
devclopments. We must not, of cour‘so)
80 so far as the Roman senate, which senf’
greetings to a beaten commandep we must:
say this, that if oup commdes' in Italy
do not understand, if the S.P.I does not
understand the causes of the victory of Ha-
ﬁglls‘\m f%«‘nd the causes of our defeat, the
lastin?r F'db.(u.}%lll 18 likely to be long-
ki s e, S it
mation of.an |1 "T ‘ganis o T
mands sook 1Hegal organisation; it de-
! aractgg‘mte'thmg more than the courage
st istic o!l_.ltahan Communism; it
- in addl_tl!on, the political defeat
N ab]m. tOnlyn the ltalian Communists
“’ithstandienrrotl lnspire the workers, not-
g e ese defeats, with [aith in
th socialism,  will

Ctorious enero f
the, Gt
16y be able in the near future to resum

he Fascists yepy

‘ 3 resent the petty bour

0isle, which hag come tﬁ%e 1? o
HPROrt of the bourgeoisie, an

¢ compelled  to carry out,
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.Tstruggle against Fascism. S

program of the petty bourgeoisie, but the
program of capitalism. Consequently this
crude counter revolution is the weakest
of the counter-revolutionary forces in Fu-
rope. Mussolini comes sttended by a great
train of petty-bourgeois intellectuals, and
the first thing he “stumbles against is a
deficit of seven milliards, His program is
to be one of thrift, of the restriction of
bureaucracy, but behind him stand hun-
dreds of thousands of place-hunters, He
sets in motion an army of black hundreds
ipd on the day when the king receives
im to ratify his appointment as premier,
Mussolini says; "Demobilise; there is only’
one army henceforward.“ But these people
are not travelling up and down Italy for
love of Mussolini. They have been living
upon their profession of White condotti-
erl. They will demand a reckoning, should
Mussolini now try to support himself solely
upon the regular army, and to dismiss his
hundreds of thousands to their homes. Mus-
solini and the Fascists, when they were
helping the bourgeoisie to overthrow the
workin class, absorbed into their ranks
all the counter-revolutionary bourgeois ele-
ments. We recognised in Fascism two wings
an agrarian, and an industrial. In the ine-
Vvitable struggle between the northern K
lian industrial bourgeoisie and the so
hern Italian agrarians, there will be co
flicts which will disintegrate Fascis
Mussolini represents the policy o
master class; he represents 0ppositio
democracy. (But inasmuch as he
volved in his policy broad democrat
has a demoeratic wing). e
The seeds of death are contai
very thing upon which the st
Fascism depended. It is bee
cists are a petty-bourgeois
they have a broad front,
been able to show so n
in attacking us. Buf
the Fascists const

bourgeois party, th
to carry out the
lism witho
A few yean
tested
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L]
itself behind prison
sy will be able to devote
o the pure culture of the
if the Italian Communist Party
become a power, it will . have
se the proletarian and pefty-
is masses against Fascism. The-
cal resolutions anent the united front
11 not suffice; nor will theoretical dis-
sitions concerning Fascism; nor even
ill the reforms of a small band of com-
nists. We must voice the cry of the
masses for liberation. i
~ Qomrades, in view of the _capitalist
‘offensive, whose intensity is increasing
long the whole political and economic
nt, and whose climax has_ certa‘mly
not yet been reached, the question avises:
What prospect of success has® such an
ffensive? Are we faced with a wave of
ounter-revolution which is the reflection
£ the revolutionary wave, as happened
in the year 184y? Is the cycle of revolu-
tion and counter-revolution completed?
‘This is the fundamental question. The
“answer to it provides the foundation for
our future tactics. To enable us to ans-
er it, it suffices to recall that the vic-
tory of the counter-revolution in 1849 had
as its basis the economic revival which
et in with the opening of the Califor-
pian gold fields. I need not dilate upon
_this matter, for it is discussed in the
hird volume of Marx posthumous papers.
e Buropean counter-revolution was
ctorious because the forward impetus
of capitalism gave profits to the bour-
geoisie and compelled it to compromise
jith the agrarians, and because it pro-
ed the necessaries of life for the rising
king class, so that the thoughts of
e proletarians were turned away from
volution.
the wave of counter-revolution which
spreading round the world can
aracterised by saying that it
e outcome of a period of general
evival, but represents an attempt
forcible arrest of economic
need only glance at the si-
itish government to see
er-revolution, far from brin-
ctually renders the si-
L00k at these simple facts.
faced with the pro-
at a time when
Hastern crisis,
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‘at a time when United States commpeatiss
in on the upgrade and when the Iiﬁ';ljm

for British goods 1S being increag

i
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offensive was already

L 53 in full <
we were still disputing progress,

among ourselves

¢ o Ing A
restricted, at the time when the fy 0 S 45 to. the offensive of the selves
the mark is catastrophic and il e X Kovertheless, it is certain thaptr%{'eetavrvlgé

: Whe £
position is India grows steadily %rtshe
The conservatives will attempt by fomib%é

ameasures to delay the course of develo

ment, but they will only suceeed in gpq:
ding it up. They will hasten the con?ie 7
of chaos.” In this respect, Lloyd Georn

is perfectly right when he says that ¢ i
conservatives will shatter the whole framl‘e
work — although from his bouroeogé
standpoint he is just as glad as the cop
servatives at the defeat of the Labou;
Party.

If we examine the policy of the French
reactionaries, we see that incontestah]
is has for the time being strengtheneq
the position of I'rance, but at great cogg
so that we may say that Irance and
Britain are fighting one another in thy
Bast. The Entente and the peace of
Burope have only been saved because
these two Powers pulled up at the very
brink of the gulf of war. But a compro-
mise hetween British and Irench impe-
rialism has become all the more impro-
bable now that in Britain the ultra-impe-

¥ the first to understand the

signs of ¢
times, that we were the first gtos ir?gti‘é}%z
the counter-offensive of the proletariat
The matter really began with the Opeﬁ
Letter in Germany in January, 1991
But that this was only an empirical step.
was shown' by the events of March in
that year, which would haye heen Impos~
sible had -we carefully thought out our
osition. Since the Third Congress we-
have been considering the probfem more
systematlc.ally. By advancing the tacties
of the United Front the Communist Intef-'
national. has proved that it is able, not
merely to lead the proletarian adyance
but to conduct the defence of the Wor:
kerVth t. '
« What is our plan for defence? T
up this matter will s‘imultanoousl(z,'cll)er?:
vide thf; solution of our tactical problems
The period of the proletarian onslaught Was
distinguished by the fact that larcer and
ever larger masses advanced to the. attack
upon capitalism. Think of the mood of
the proletariat in Germany during the
when not ‘only communist

abl ! B 191 ¢
rialists have risen to power—call themmiee ;drmld‘)(}l))(:n Jonia ;
selves Francophil though they may. = poncents but many of the Sche-

As far as Germany is concerned there
can be no doubt that, to do away with
the Wirth government and to establish
a Stinnes government, would greatly i-
tensify the oppositions. .

The counter-revolution cannot bring
bread and peace. We have therefore t
do now with a counter revolutionary waye,
with an offensive, which has no Prospecs
of victory however ruthless it may be,
Its duration depends upon the question
how far we shall be in a position to Ul
dertake a counter-offensive. The SOCEE
basis of this counter-revolutionis certai:
ly  narrow.
the affiliations, !
tions, which would render possible &
and victorious campaign.

It is thus, comrades, th
third part of our problem. WE
the question of the counter offens
the working class. Hven we €0
are not entitled to claim that W
prompt to understand ¢ the SIgns:
times. Last year, when the ¢

{

) idemann party in

It lacks the élan, it lacks -
and it lacks the founda'_- :

_ the workshe yer
convineed - that socialism wasop(sm“;lllg
march, and believed that it was only in
respect of methods that they differed
from the communists. Consider that in
1919 in  Britain, socialism for the first
time became a serious matter for discus-
(sjloq among the masses, and that in 1920
inlllrél_lg the summer, a mass strike was
Sox[viel?rtmlqt in Bmtalp for the support of
st Wussia. In view of these faets there
ik 116‘1%0 ‘doubt that the most character-
i \ra~me of this epoch when the wor-
e t}lexe advancing to the attack was
Charactey' were fighting for power. The
, houo-?nftlc of the present epoch is that,
‘contmbl he crisis of world eapitalism
s t»ues, the broad masses of the prole-
e alxlre %ost faith in the possibility of
T C'ag Fs of bower within any time
e oresee. They have been forced
¢ Igad% spurely‘ defensive attitude. -
fi we fight against the idea

alition  of the social democracy, of th
labour parties with the hourgeoisie, but
the exclusion of the labour parties and
feyen to some extent of the liberal parties
rom all bourgeois governments, Hven in
ace of this fact, most of the workers remain
passive. How could we otherwise explain
that, after Gorlitz, where the social demo-
cracy declared itself ready to enter into an
alliance with Stinnes (which to .every
worker plainly signified a ca, itulationof the
spcml—d_emocracy), although there was a
l}ttlfz stirring in workers’ groups here and
there_z there was no storm of protest from
the German working class as a whole
The feeling that the power of the Wor-
king class is vanishing was perhaps the
maln cause:of the ease with which the
union between the independents and the
so'cml - democrats  was brought about.
(\ ery true! From the German comrades).v
I'hat is why the independents, who were
opposed to a coalition with the bourgeoi-
sie, are ready to join forces with the so-
cial-democrats, in~ the hope of retaining
some last vestiges of power. oy
Such being the situation, when among
the masses of the workers there is no
longer any vigorous thought of ﬁg‘hﬁ'ﬁv;
for power, and when the great majority
of the workers are oppressed with
feeling of impotence, the conquest of: PO
Wwer 1s not an immediately practical
aim. This is a historical fact. If, in
tion to every question, even such a
stion as the State regulation of the
of the teeth, the communists say
things as that only under the dicta
hip of the proletariat will painle
tistry become general (laughter),
reiterations may have a propag
lue,—but they do mnot co
fact that our own comrade
nist workers are convineed
present moment ' there
undertaking ‘the fioht
ver certain it ma;
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‘which seem most
g to the masses of
hours of labour, hou-
0l the other concerns of
“of the working class.
g&m does not g’lean that a com-
§s to bury his head in the sand
. It does not become so good a
aunist as [ am to trouble about such
qos.” If we wish to keep those wor-
s whom we have already won over to
cause marching under the communist
we must concentrate our cam-
on these questions. The fight for
torship will only arise out of
smsion and intensification of the
ggle for these lesser matters. In the
ory and the workshop, and during
sry strike, the worker feels that he
mot fight on behalf of these imme-
te problems except shoulder to shoul-
- with his mates.
o sees more than this. He sees that
the masses of the workers are united on
‘such points, irrespective of party. Inas-
uch as the workers feel this, the policy
f the Communist Party has to furnish
em with an answer to the question:
‘hat does the Party propose to do in
‘of the fact that the workers are
united in their demands despite all dif-
ferences of political outlook?” Comrades,
“we had not known how to appeal to
he masses on behalf of a united front
¢ the proletariat, our forces would have
shrunk to a mere remnant. That which
nder present conditions enables our
kers to remain in the Communist
ty, and even enables the Commu-
Party to enroll new levies, is not
y our aim, not merely the growing
ition among the vanguard that the
l‘shi;g of the proletarizt is indis-
but also the feeling that we
nifying element in the Party.
I more keenly aware of
e close of the year 1920,
~ Berlin after the unity
d talked matters over with
nder the watchword of
f the proletariat, we
om the social democracy
the ground of the
. revolution up to
accept the idea of
proletariat. The
spared to accept

‘the latter were thinking,
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this idea could see nothing but the gy L
Qur comrades felt that with thishepggl,ltz *i
ganda of final aims (which the Circu,pav‘v |
tances of the moment had thrust ingg i
background as far as the conceiougp, ok
of the masses was concerned), with tl?
propaganda of a split, they could noz ;

roletariat, and they do not; but in the
fact they are unwilling to fight, eyen
x for a little bread for the workers. When
_D'we have compromised them in the eyes
of the masses, when we have proved 1o
the workers that these leaders will not
fight, and have shown why they will not,

Russian question, (I give the substance
of their d.emanrc‘i, withgout‘ the galualgg they
pIj -0x 0. They said: Legalise the
me St : (,.vxks and the social-revolutionaries,
S 10 we will support Soviet Russia,
at does thig meam?p Soviet Russia is

attract new and exfensive masses of fhe : / ' a i g .

B St e then the way to the United [ i h ol il e
}v Orkeri_ho“ eveldmdlspensable the neeq have been cleared from heneath. S lggnq hay qpoeeselon ot ti%s’ﬁgfk:g?
or such propaganda. : Many Comrades will say: inasmuch as | tate. What is the program of the men-

'Si‘}llseWkS and  the social - revolutionists?
L I'zrlnens}'lewks have expounded thejr
P 1\%{ m with perfect clearness in articles.
ty artoff and Dan. They want to ret
0 capitalism to do e
?Ia'hse% groduction.
1S standpoint as follows: ith
the obstacles to the developlxlxté‘rilviil yol:m th.
pitalism in Rugsia, « e
Thus the
Half Internationals we

erson . LB
. tI})m o })ort Soviet Russia, if Soviet I

They felt that it was necessary to falk :
with the workers of matters about yhiey
of matters of
which the workers feel, of what e
workers suffer when they are unemploye d
and hungry. The idea of the united fropy
is for the working class forces for {he
struggle against the sufferings inflicteq
upon the workers by the decay of capi-
talism.

The second question was: ,If the Unj.
ted Front is necessary, how are we {o

we know this,, it is not our iness

strengthen the illusions of the ]i)ursollrexaetibri;%
in order subsequently to destroy them
But what is at issue is not the sirenoth.
ening of illusions, but their refutatgi’on
We must refute them with deeds not,
words.‘There are queer customers i’n our
Party who seem terribly afraid that the
social democrats will not allow themselyes
to be exposed, and will perhaps sho

fight. I should think every ‘sane 7
among us would rejoice if on]

establish it? Are we to attempt it b Gt would show 1 Lt ulatia
turning to the masses of the Proletarias’; social-democrats FﬂPl‘Oﬂc}Y llflgsht’ Saltfill'clh? i capitulation‘g
and asking them to fight with us under e o us, with r hladon Saoueg il 10, S0mE

a dagger hidden

under your cloak; YOou want to take ug

by the hand that you may have a ¢

21 taking us by the Lhroa}’;”,]m\\%ea Clho(lnlce

That depends on yourselves, Show tphgit

] ngua]f&n ttlg.,rht, and }‘hen we shall at least
ho g0 a little way too 5
B e oo The s Wy too e th e
o ¥e do not anticipate anythn;g of the

We did not come
of ’%he tlhree executiv
a8t @ dance which might g

| ght show t} y
%%1%&?13&101(;1 ?tl}]dtlllaf the others“éoﬁx}zclltn‘gte
ime e hope, if at all ible,
fgta(;r.g%‘llse the United Front of %)};)gsﬂ;lg,
ossilbal fxi_om above, so that it might be m%de.
efende or the working class at Jeast to
imlﬁediatE?Sl?ons already held, if not
e e ¥ to adopt & counter-offensive
i o{)fé? Pég;ce d%}vn. It broke down
ons than the question
bgenorid congress of labou%. If yoolf
¢ gswuatmn you will see that
win bec.ause the Second ang

the communist flag? Are we to say to
the workers that we reject any idea of
negotiating with the trade unions and the
leaders?

A moment’s thought will show the
absurdity of any attempt to estahlish theless
United Front in such a way. Although ¥
the social-democratic worlkers were con-:
vinced that their Party was opposed fo
the dictatorship, they believed that the
Party represented their interest, and that
is why they continued to helong to it. If
these masses of the workers are conyin=
ced that Scheidemann, Grassmann, Re-
naudel, and Jouhaux are willing to fight
for the eight-hour day, they will answer 10
our demands for the united front: “Yous
are quite right, we must fight. Bub have
you talked the matter over with Schels
demann, Renaudel, and Henderson? Should =
we answer: ,But Scheidemann 18 &
traitor”, we must bethink ourselyes t}‘lﬁ‘\
if they agreed with us in such & Yﬁ
they would be fighting on our side. &
judgment of ours is what divides us
them. If, therefore, we want &
ront, we must negotiate with tle
ders of the Second International N0t
standing this opinion of ours.
rence between the Second and th
International does not consist i
that we advocate the dictatorshi

ference we felt ¢
thanks to their stupl‘lilai%y tggze bli
were unable to see anything at
urnablg to recognise that Soviet
was_lighting to prevent the Interna
working class being thrust back to
starting point of the revolution. b
thrust back to the year 1914, wh
;‘{fefnﬁﬁ \vocind the factories were in
18
ISgtate L nas, and when no
ub the present attitude of th
Vviks, of the Party of &fe O’I‘twgh
International, has shown th
something more than stupid
ness; their deﬁnite‘pnoo'l;a’
sify the struggle againgt
Russia, for, as lartoff sa
sia is beaten, a def
Inflicted along the

to the conference
€S 1n order to sug-

Russian

Av.‘great bart in thig m%tggl’?’un;]%a)}eg

dwell upon







1t an inevitable way, but a possible one.
We may talk paradox with Comrade 7i-
noviev, and say that it is not the inevi.
le way, but is probably the most im-
provab’e way. The political decision of
ﬁm uestion will depend upon the fact
;Whéaler the social-democracy does or does
not go to its doom with the bourgeoisie.
Should it do so, then the Labor (tovern-
~ ment can only take the form of the dic-
tatorship of the Communist proletariat,
~ We cannot decide for the social-democrats
- what their policy should be. What we
- have to decide is this. When we lead the
masses in the struggle against the capi-
- talist offensive, are we veady to fight
on behalf of such a labor coalition go-
vernment? Are we or are we not ready
to bring about the conditions essential to
its realisation?

That is aquestion which for the masses
would only be confused by theoretical
calculations. In my opinion, when we are
concerned with the struggle for the uni-

.~ ted front, we ought to say bluntly that,
if the social democratic  workers will
force their leaders to break with the
bourgeoisie, then we are ready to parti-

- cipate in a labor government, so long as

that government is an instrument of the
class struggle. I mean, if it is ready to
fiht beside us shoulder to shoulder. Let
us suppose that ripe plums were to fall
into our months. There has been no serious
alteration in the position of affairs in
~ Germany. Stinnes has the coal; von

- Seeckt has the soldiers; Scheidemann has

“9n;1y the Wilhelmstrasse. We, too, are

“invited to the Wilhelmstrasse, if Comrade

- Meyer will only be good enough to wear

afrock coat(laughter)and will take Comrade

- Ruth Fischer by the arm and, in spite of

struggles (laughter), lead her with him

0 the Chancellor’s palace. Suppose that

fancies were to become actualities,
would be the effective difficultics
way of the realisation of the plan?

Steeckt would come along and

W Comrade Meyer and Schei-

nd Comrade Ruth Rischer into

t, and that would be the end of

* (Government.

¢ are thinking of the struggle

talist offensive, what we

‘not a parliamentary

latform for the mo-

1 tell us that a Labor Government is bilisation of the masses, an areng, for

,-h‘.\\\

struggle. The form the question tuknsth.“'
this. Will the social-democrafts he p}gcl 8
ded from the coalition by the b()[[[’geojgilé?
will they continue to rot in the Coﬂlitionf
or shall we help the masses to copy i
them to fight? Perhaps you will agc “I;I(
the deuce we should bother what they dgb
If it only concerned the fate of the leay
of the social-democrats, we shoulq (;51: :
tainly be quite happy to leave them 't(; 4
rot. But when the question at issue g
the mobilisation of the socia‘l-(lmnocratjz !
masses, we must formulate a pogitjy
program. {
To what extent does such a program
conflict with the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat? To what extent does it conflie =
with the civil war? It conflicts tg the P
same extent to which an ante-room con-
flicts with the room to which it leads
(hear! hear!) If a room is locked, we cay
make our way into it through the ywaj
or we can get down the chimney. (Inep.
Jjection by Urban “Blood has flowed dowp
the chimney”.) Comrade Urbans says tha
blood has flowed down the chimney. Thig
is the first time I have ever heard that
the proletariat begins by building barri-
cades on the roof. Kven if the bourgeoisie | .
should anywhere leave the governmeniﬁ}$*
in the hands of the social-democracy and
the communists (a historical possibility,
as the Hungarian example show), there
will follow a period of fierce struggles, |
But a situation might arise resembling
that in which the bourgeoisie found it
sell’ on November 9th in Germany—when
the bourgeoisie simply vanished. The
bourgeoisie might find istelf in a position
in which it would leave power in the
hand of the social-democrats and the
Communists in the hope that we should &
not be able to retain power. Whether we =
secure it through renunciation on the
part of the bourgeoisie, civil war wlll‘bﬁ g
the outcome of a Labor Government. The &
working class will not be able to retail &
power without civil war.
It is not as if we Communists were t‘: A
say; “We simply cannot get on withott &
a civil war’—in the same spirit 1nw11ch
Tom Sawyer felt it necessary to freo t A
nigger through a subterrancan pasga%r_
made for the purpose, although the €0
of the cell was not locked. It is notft %
we say to ourselves: “I won't accep P

e except “?’l'oulth %Pa‘\?wn Wan shan’t  is extremely significant of the nt,
o happy u’n‘}.}l_l simple -;(ir;lt '(jlv(l! AL position of the labour movement that, i
langhter): 1 (ltl‘ : LI T Po | ’_‘Z’ comrade even in the countries where we have the
“.Zdnovicv s{lld,] y 1€ ’(;‘l“pﬂﬂlsl@ ca best_ developed parties, our agitation still
{* opounce 1N this case or that, but will exhibits an abstract character, that it is
g1 abandon power without not yeb instinet with the passion of per-

" broad front

-~ Stitute for

o ﬁfg_ht. The readiness of our party for
i

tion

OF THE COMMUN IST INTERNATION AT

it definiely
ﬁg]lting' ;
If the social democrats are incompetent

sons convinced that they are fighting for
alms realisable in the near future. All

fight, then we shall simply march their work produces the impression of
to -gth(il . Where the Labor Government Pure agitation. If we desire that our de-
over | iiltO existence, it will merely hea bates shall not die of anaemia, and that
comeb,l_ stone to the dictatorship of the OUr congresses shall not resemble party
BNt . the hourgeoisie will not conventicles in which nothing but the-

ariat
roletariat, e s
tolerate a Labor Government even though

founded on (l(\{ﬂ()('[‘ﬂf}@ p]l’inq'iples.. The'
social democratic worker will find himself
forced to become a Commumgt, will find
nimself compelled to engage in civil war,
in order to dn!_vnd ].llS rulc" For ths. Te-
ason 1 believe that,in practice, as things
will actually develop, there is little dan-
ger of stagnation—in so far, at least, as
We are concerned with the realities of
the class struggle, and not with the pro-
plems of the parliamentary govern- cur in the demeanour of the non—commu:
ment in remote nooks of the west like nist masses. Many of T:he comrades 190k_
Brunswich and Thuringia, where we can upon the matter in this way. They thlnrik ‘
perhaps sit in the seats of power without that the Commuuist International can only
civil war. flourish, when the re\r'olutlonary1 yaygg
As far as we arc concerned with the are raging and ‘}‘rhfsn t;cll;eatggke aie
of the proletarian struggle Mmasses are storming to s
for freedom, the watchword of the Labor But the Communist International is not
Government is necessary to supply US mepely the Party for the conquest of po-
with a directive; it is a watchword that \wep it is the Party for conducting the.
Whets the edge of our political weapons. fioht, It is nonsense, therefore, to say:
The moment when the workers find them-  «These are the piping tm’les‘of peace, SO
selves simultaneously engaged in the fight  the Party cannot fight.’ Suph' a view
for the Labor Governmentand in the fight would make of the Communist Interna-
for the control of production, will be ‘ghe tional a parasite upon the proletarian
moment when our fundamental offensive \orld revolution instead of a combatant
Will begin, the moment when. we shall g, its benalf. The watchword m\}sj: Dbe,
cease to content ourselves with trying t0 ot one of disillusionment and of'yv?.lt{ng
defend what we have, and shall advance fop the revolution, but one of flghtllr_;g
10 the attack on new positions. Our.offen- \iherever there is a chance toy fight.
Sive will begin as soon as the masses of A]l our discussions arve dey old.t of
the workers are ready to fight for these imeaning unless we understand that we
tWo watchwords, can only form Communist Ea;'{:les upon.
The communists cannotartificially fos- condition that their n{laé;le g;:{\ligo
ler this offensive, The great defect of the to be in the rooms w 1L101

M i ' - passed and studied, but on the
e Ly g i’)ield where our aims find practi

the fighting energy of the li S 1 S

sadines of ty filment, in the united front of the
et Sl e L tariat, in the fight along the
are made actual by contemporary
One who can see no differer

oretical evolutionary tendencies are dis-
cussed, the parties must pursue in prac-
tice a very different policy from that
which they have pursued in the past.
There must be a change, not merely in -
political aim, but also in the energy
of the struggle. ;
When we are discussing the capitalist of-
fensive, thereisa further pointas to which
we must be clear. We must effect the fore-
going changes before similar changes o¢-

masses the
the ght must show itself in the agita-
and organisation of the masses. It
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-an 10‘ mstead of “Pa,wlowm
rowm” and “Stanic.”

and «“Nowakowic” read =Pet

¢
(5

‘G@')mir‘\jsem‘ Moscow,

Number of cHOPVi@s‘

Twelfth "Sess

November 16th, 1922, — 12.30. P.

Chairman: Comrade Kolﬁf f

Conftents.

Eeport’ on Fascism,—Comrade Bordiga. Discussion on Report. The C: 3

Spealkers: Bordiga, Smeral,'Pullma,ﬁ, Ijri’m‘ns

-he session opeued at 12. 30 p. m.

rlaroff The session iS now open.
I call on comrade Bordiga to report on

& the question of Fascism.

Jordiga: Dear comrades, I regret that

e present extraordinary conditions  of

mmunications between the delegation

the Party will not permit me to avail

-myself of all the documents upon this
 question.

_ A report was written on the subject by
our Comrade Togliatti, but I have not
‘had an opportunity of seeing it. It has
not yet arrived, I would advise the com-
rades who desire to obtain exact informa-
tion on the subject to read that report
: hen it arrvives, for as soon as it is re-
d it will be translated and distributed

wever last night 1 was able to get
information, as the speclal
1ssary of our Partv has arrvived in

cow and furnished me with more
ed information on the impressions

our comrades in Italy in connectic
he latest fascist events, and
wﬂlv deal in the closit

our Party on the q
which is the vd(_)m.na,

posed to con51st ‘ol 2t
small party and to li
tion of all questions
of Party organisatio
importance, withou
into the larger questi
T will try to be
the time limit, wi
I will start my report
The Orlo‘m of the fa

the penod Wh1
tion of Ttaly i
foundation fo




